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� Tête-à-Tête � "
Fareham-Vannes Twinning Association"

“To encourage exchanges between cultural, educational, professional and sporting !
organisations, and individual members of the communities of Fareham and Vannes.”!!

Newsletter - Spring 2019!
…………………………………………………………………!
!
!
Diary dates — let’s get social"
!
23 March   Cheese and wine evening with Alan Humphrey, Grand Cordon Culinaire, 
talking about French and English restaurant cookery. It should be a very interesting and 
entertaining evening. 7.30pm at Grove Room, St John’s Church, Church Road, Locksheath 
SO31 6LW. All welcome, £7 pay at the door. Please let Hon Sec Nigel Sharpe know you’re 
coming, tel 01329 230683 or email nigel.sharpe3146@gmail.com. !!
30 March  Warsash Band Spring Concert"
Members who would like to support our affiliate group will enjoy a wonderful evening of music by 
the renowned Warsash Band at Warsash Victory Hall at 19.30. Tickets are available from the 
following outlets:!
Cook, Locks Heath Shopping Centre!
The Victory Hall, Warsash!
Maria Sparks 01489 278144!
tickets@warsashband.co.uk!!
25-29 June  Visit to Vannes – still time to join in! Read on for further info!

16 November   Annual Dinner at Cams Hall Golf Club!

!
Do you have an idea for a social event? What would you like to do? Where would it be? 
Would there be a French theme, perhaps? Please email our chairman Katrina Trott  – 
katrinatrott@gmail.com!
!
!
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Join the visit to Vannes in June  
There’s still time to be part of our visit to 
Vannes, this year coinciding with the Sailing 
Clubs’ visit, making for lots of festive fun. 
Members stay in the homes of our fellow 
twinners in Vannes, much like a grown-up 
French exchange. In some cases lifelong 
friendships are made. You will experience real 
French life and get to know our twin town more 
intimately than most people have the chance 
to do. Events include a Mayor’s Reception at 
the magnificent Mairie, outings to places of !!

interest and large get-togethers for dinner.!
   We all make our own way there, giving us 
the chance to extend our visit and explore 
more of beautiful Brittany. There may be the 
chance of a car-share but most people go in 
their own cars via Brittany Ferries from 
Portsmouth. The dates are 25th or 26th June 
(to be confirmed) until the 29th. !
   If you fancy joining in please contact Katrina 
Trott as soon as possible — email 
katrinatrott@gmail.com 

…………………………………………………………………"
Annual General Meeting 
The AGM in January at Fareham’s Trinity 
Church Hall was attended by members Mayor 
of Fareham, Susan Bayford, and her Consort, 
Alderman Brian Bayford, and 39 Association 
Members.!

Chairman Katrina Trott recapped on the 
events of 2018 including the fantastic summer 
visit from Vannes in which members and their 
French guests enjoyed days out, parties, a 
Mayor’s reception and lots of opportunities to !!

socialise and practise their language skills. !
Katrina thanked the outgoing Treasurer 

Peter Davis, ably supported by his wife Betty, 
for six years of service, and welcomed  
Dave Riley into the post.!

The formal part of the evening concluded, 
members enjoyed a sociable time with a 
dinner of French onion soup followed by tarte 
aux pommes and cream, topped off by a light 
hearted quiz. 

…………………………………………………………….."
Vannes Medics visit Fareham"
!
Bill Cutter reports. !
Nine adults and nine children from Vannes  
crossed the Channel for the weekend visit. 
The first meet up was at a cafe in Winchester 
which is situated in an eclectic retro antiques 
shop called Project. As ever, it was lovely to be 

reunited with our French friends, as well as 
welcoming one or two newcomers. We all ate 
brunch with things like Mexican Eggs on the 
menu, whilst we caught up on the events of 
the last year.!

    In the afternoon, we were pleased to be 
joined by three members of 
the Fareham-Vannes 
Twinning Association (Nigel 
Sharpe, and Joy and Martin 
Cooper) who remained with 
us for the rest of the day.  
We had an excellent 
guided walking tour of 
Winchester with one 
English-Speaking and one 
French-speaking 
guide. This involved a walk 
along the river, visiting the 
bishop’s palace, 
Winchester College and 



finally the Cathedral. We learned about the 
diver who saved the Cathedral by diving down 
into the waterlogged foundations of the 
Cathedral to lay concrete, to reinforce the 
foundations before the whole building came 
tumbling down.!

In the evening, we all met at The King’s 
Head in Wickham for a meal and a skittles 
competition, ably organised by Alison Ascough 
and Anna Gandhe. All were divided into teams 
and competed for the ultimate prize of a pair of 
cruets shaped as the pound sign and in the 
colours of the Union Jack. !

On Sunday there was a very interesting talk 
at Queen Alexandra Hospital by Ad Gandhe 

entitled innovations in surgery.  He 
demonstrated recent advances in orthopaedic 
and general surgery.  The French doctors were 
interested to see Queen Alexandra Hospital 
and commented how spacious and modern it 
is compared to a lot of French hospitals.!

Finally we had lunch at Karen Nugent and 
Nick Campkin’s house in Portchester, where 
Nick had cooked an enormous curry, and 
guests supplied puddings.  We said our sad 
goodbyes “a la prochaine”!   (October 2019 in 
Vannes)!

With many thanks to the Fareham-Vannes 
Twinning Association for their kind support to 
our twinning meeting. 

…………………………………………………………………."
Conversation Group !
Jill Pickburn reports!
The Group has made a promising start to 
2019. At the last two meetings there have 
been 12 round the table, including new recruits 
and ‘returners’, as well as familiar faces. 
Topics for discussion have included ‘tourism’, 
‘ecology’, ’the Highs and Lows of 2018’, 
‘Spring Festivals’ and, perhaps the most 
animated, ‘Your first visit to France’.!

Our meeting on 19th March will include 
planning the next programme and discussion 
about the Group’s AGM, along with !

!!
recommendations for useful French apps. The 
informal Conversation Group is a great way to 
brush up your French for the next exchange 
visit! It is held in the Titchfield Community 
Centre Committee Room, from 7.30 to 9 
pm, usually on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of 
each month. A wide range of abilities is 
catered for – don’t be afraid to come along. 
The Group is organised by me (tel 01489 
574178) and Val Brown. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

………………………………………………………………"
Sailing Clubs’ visit to Vannes - more sailors welcome"
!
Twenty boats have signed up to sail across the 
English Channel and into the Bay of Biscay to 
arrive at Vannes in the beautiful Gulf of 
Morbihan in June. There is still time to be 
included, if you are interested please email 
George Pickburn  gpickburn@me.com!

The sailing exchange is one of our most 
active twinning activities and the arrival of the 
Fareham yachts into the French Medieval town 
is always a spectacle with boats ‘dressed 

overall’ in flags and a welcome fanfare of 
Breton pipes followed by a celebratory vin 
d’honneur.!

Once settled onto their moorings in the 
ancient harbour the Fareham sailors are 
treated to a week of visits, games, cultural 
adventures and plenty of French food and 
wine and bonhomie. !

For a report of the most recent visit see the 
FVTA website. 

…………………………………………………………………."
Have you paid your subs? 
If you not paid your annual subscription —  a 
mere £5 per person or £10 for family 
membership — please do so! To find out how 
to !!

do this if you don’t have a form please contact  
Anne Hall, email a.o.hall@talktalknet or 
telephone 01489 809781.!!



!
Staying in touch"!
The FVTA website"
For up to date news don’t forget to keep an 
eye on the website https://
farehamvannestwin.wordpress.com!

!
Facebook"
Other twinning associations communicate with 
members via Facebook as well as by 
newsletters and a website. If we had a !

!!!!!
Facebook page or group the committee could 
inform members quickly with news and events. 
For instance we could post daily photos from 
our trip to Vannes for members at home to 
look at. It would also act as a shop window for 
new members. !

What do you think? Would you like an FVTA 
Facebook group? Please let me know by email 
sarahnorbury@yahoo.co.uk. Even better, 
could you help set it up and run it?  

!
…………………………………………………………………."
!
In Memoriam  
We sorry to inform you that our long-standing 
member Bernard Ireland has passed away. He 
was a one time treasurer of the Association 
and a regular supporter at virtually all of our 
fund raising events for many years. He was an 

authority on naval history, having published a 
number of books on the subject, and several !
years ago gave a talk to the FVTA about the 
attack on the French fleet in Toulon during 
WW2. His funeral was on 1st  March. !!

…………………………………………………………………."
!
Lost in Translation"
!
The Times is running a series on translation 
errors, writes George Pickburn. Here’s a 
paraphrase of one of the amusing items 
involving French. !
Government minister: "I shall seek 
advice from Committee 113" (meaning 

Committee considering Article 113 on 
Trade with the EU)!
French Interpreter: "The Minister will 
seek advice from Saint Thérèse".!
N.B. 113 translates to cent treize. 

!!!!!!
More news on the next page…"!!!
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News from Vannes"!
Members can keep up with news from our 
twinning friends in Vannes on their website 
https://vannes-fareham.fr	

This cutting (below) from the Telegramme 
newspaper appears on the site, announcing 

the accession of Pierre-Yves Le Guen as 
president. Please note that it mentions a visit 
by the French to Fareham next May, we 
presume this is an error as it is we who are 
visiting Vannes this year, in June. !!!

Send us your news 
and views"
!
Would you like to write an article in 
Tete a Tete? Do you have an 
opinion about twinning, a 
reminiscence of Vannes, an idea for 
a new twinning partner, a social 
event or anything else you’d like to 
share with the committee and fellow 
members?!!
If so we’d love to hear from you. 
Please contact Tete a Tete’s editor 
Sarah Norbury, email 
sarahnorbury@yahoo.co.uk
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