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 FAREHAM-VANNES TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES OF AGM HELD AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH HALL,  FAREHAM 

 

7.00 pm Saturday 19th January 2019 

 

 

Katrina Trott introduced the meeting; welcoming the Mayor of Fareham, Councillor Susan 

Bayford, and her consort, Alderman Brian Bayford, and approximately 39 FVTA Members. 

 

Item One – Apologies had been received from: 
Martin and Jill Lazell, George and Jill Pickburn, Barbara Collins, Ted Vick, Marian and Peter 

Ellerton, Sarah Norbury and Betty Davis. 

 

Item Two – Minutes of Last Meeting: 
These were accepted unanimously. 

 

Item Three – Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting minutes. 

 

Item Four – Chairman’s Report 

Katrina Trott delivered the following report: 

     Bonsoir et bienvenue.  

  It is my very great pleasure to welcome fellow members Mayor of Fareham, Susan 

Bayford, and her Consort, Alderman Brian Bayford, who have once again been staunch 

supporters of the association this year, including welcoming our Vannes visitors to the Mayor’s 

parlour and attending our Barn Dance at Warsash Sailing Club in May. They  also joined us at 

our Annual Dinner in November. 

  As you know, the aim of this association is ‘To encourage exchanges between cultural, 

educational, professional and sporting organisations and individual members of the 

Communities of Fareham and Vannes.’ I hope you will agree that this  has continued 

successfully during the past year. 

  It is pleasing to see so many members here for this Annual General Meeting, the business 

section of which I will endeavour to make as brief as possible, in order that we can move on to 

the more Social aspect of this evening which we hope you will enjoy. French Onion soup 

followed by Tarte aux Pommes and cream topped off by a light hearted quiz. There will be no  
prizes for that though ! 

  The success of this Association depends very much upon your participation both as members 

of our committee and supporting our fund raising events.  Alderman Marion Ellerton and her 

husband Peter are unable to be with us this year but I am grateful to her for arranging the Tarte 

aux Pommes for us this evening. 

  Your committee was very sad that the Sunday lunch which she organised at Portchester parish 

Hall last March had to be cancelled due to lack of interest. Marion has successfully used the 

same format for many years and it raises large amounts for the NSPCC. This was a good fund 

raising opportunity missed and I hope we may be able to try again this year. 

  Our twinning activities have been successfully organised by the Generation 2 Table Tennis 

Club who entertained 15 visitors from Vannes during the last weekend of April and the 

Medical Society who welcomed visitors from Vannes in October. I look forward to hearing 

reports from their group representatives.   

  The highlight of our twinning year was the May visit by our Vannes friends. This clearly 

showed the valuable liaison which the sailing fraternities of both Vannes and Fareham enjoy, as 

we were joined by sailors from Vannes. Their  arrival at Warsash Sailing Club was reported on 
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both local radio and television. The varied programme included the visit to Exbury gardens 

followed by a Dinner at Portchester Sailing Club on Friday 18th of May.  You may remember 

that Saturday 19th, which was scheduled as a free day was also the wedding day of the Duke 

and Duchess of Sussex and my husband’s milestone Birthday ! The day ended with an 

extremely successful and enjoyable Barn Dance at Warsash Sailing Club whose members also 

took part. A huge thank you to Anne Hall who organised that event. 

  On Sunday 20th we visited Fort Nelson to view the Poppy Wave and heard a brief talk on the 

history of the venue which was written by Bill Harris and delivered by George Pickburn, a big 

thank you to both.  After lunch we visited the newly refurbished D-Day museum in Southsea. 

The evening buffet ‘Bring and Share’ was held at John Robertson’s delightful home in 

Warsash. 

  That evening buffet was so successful, that in September we held another bring and share 

evening  in the same Bramblebank venue. This time with a Gallic flavour, French Cheese, 

Wine and Pâté. It was especially interesting as a French member of the Generation 2 Table 

Tennis club, a talented chef, took along several unusual, tasty French foods. 

  In November our Annual Dinner was held at Cams Hall Golf Club and I think you will all 

agree that it was extremely good value for money in a splendid venue.  We propose to book it 
again next year. Thank you Pam Bryant for suggesting it. 

  The main event this year in the last week of June will be the Fareham Sailors’ visit to Vannes. 

Pierre-Yves Le Guen has suggested we might also like to visit at the same time. More details 

will be made available later, as will details of the next social event on March 23rd in the Grove 

Room of St Johns, Locksheath. 

    None of the enjoyable social events detailed above would be possible without volunteers. 

Our  Member Association representatives including that of the fortnightly Conversation Group, 

will be reporting to you later. All are  volunteers, as are your  Committee members. We all owe 

a debt of gratitude to those who do volunteer, including this evening Anne, Cathy, Janice and 

Jacquie who are preparing our refreshments. Thank you. 

  I have been very grateful for the help and support of our Committee. Last year I made a 

heartfelt plea for anyone here who felt they could, to join us because some of our long serving 

officers felt they would like to pass the baton on. 

  Last year Peter Davis our Treasurer, ably supported by Betty who usually takes charge of the 

Raffle but cannot be with us this evening, as she is recovering from an operation, told us they 

would like to stand down after 6 years of service, for which we thank them very much. I am 

delighted to report that Dave Riley rallied to my cry. He has been a very valuable member of 
the committee and having seen what goes on, has volunteered to stand for election as treasurer.  

Peter is feeling relieved as he had agreed last year to hang on for just one more year to 

complete seven years as Treasurer !  Thank you Peter, Betty and Dave. 

  Other valuable Committee members who I thank on your behalf are, Nigel Sharpe, our ever 

efficient Secretary, also of long standing.  Thank you Nigel for all the Minutes of meetings and 

other work you do for the Association. 

  George Pickburn has continued his sterling work on our website, event flyers, programmes 

and  brochures, making them all clear and user friendly.  

  Anne Hall is not only a well organised Membership Secretary but also a great help with 

catering, as she is this evening. 

  Janice Childs is busy again this evening and with her friends are always on hand to help with 

catering.  Thank you too, to Pam Bryant who had kindly offered to assist me as Vice-Chair 

and Sarah Norbury who produces our informative Tête-à-Tête newsletter. 

   We also owe a huge debt of gratitude to Gill Pickburn who organises the Conversation 

Classes held at Titchfield Community Centre twice a month, Chris Gorham who is liaison for 

the Warsash Band and the South Hampshire Vehicle Preservation Society and Alderman 

Marian Ellerton  who is a valued member of our Social Committee, providing table 
decorations plus ideas such as the Sunday Lunch and this evening's dessert. 
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 Please join me in applauding those people who have done so much to further the aims of our 

Twinning Association in enjoyable ways. 

 

Item Five – Treasurer’s Report 
Peter Davis distributed copies of the 2018 financial statement, and apologised for not having 

placed copies on the tables beforehand. 

He delivered the following report: 

I'm sure that a few words of explanation from me won't go amiss. 

On the Income side, Fund Raising is the income from the events organised throughout last year. 

We took in £1820 from tickets sold for these events - This meeting last year raised nearly £350. 

– There are not so many people here tonight so please be generous to the raffles. On the whole 

the attendance throughout the year has been disappointing – especially to your treasurer. - As 

you heard from our chairman the Sunday lunch had to be cancelled for lack of support and we 

were unable to hold our usual hog roast come garden party for the same reason The bring and 

share evening in October raised £76 from the raffle and this was all profit thanks to John 

Robertson generously allowing us to hold the event in his lovely home.  

52 people came to our annual dinner held in Cams for the first time this year. Traditionally we 

have never used this as a fund raiser, but nevertheless this year the event showed a surplus of 

£190 of which the raffle contributed £160 

On the expenditure side, Fund raising costs at £1001 is the money we spent in order to raise 

this money - things like hall rental, catering, licences and the like.  

Going back to the income side you will see a modest increase in subscriptions. With the 

increase for this year I'm optimistic we will see a further increase under this heading We now 

have an efficient membership secretary, Anne Hall, who diligently followed up those who had 

somehow overlooked their renewal 

Donations are largely made up of the voluntary contributions from the French Conversation 

Group, Merci beaucoup a tous ces membres. Though donations from anywhere else would 

always be welcomed. 

The next item is Twinning income. This is the contribution to entrance fees and the like for 

their own tickets from those who hosted. Katrina has already told you about the very successful 

programme arranged for the French visit. Because their numbers were down on previous years, 

we did not need to hire a coach. In addition the excellent programme was designed at modest 

cost. Resulting in a net cost to the association of just £490.. 

Back on the expenditure side we made two grants to affiliated organisations who hosted 

exchange visits last year – Fareham medical society and Generation II Table tennis club who 

are strong supporters of all our events. 

Insurance – a subject close to my heart I think is self explanatory. The room rental relates 

solely to the committee room at TCA. Previously we rented for three evenings a month once 

for committee meetings and twice for the French conversation group. We have saved some fifty 

pounds this year by holding our committee meetings in the home of our generous Chairperson. 

General expenses remain at nil. None of your committee members has claimed any expenses, 

bearing the cost of postage, printing and mileage themselves 

You will see that over the year we have again spent more than we earned showing a deficit of 

£244. We have a balance in 

NatWest bank of £3352, this is certainly enough for us to continue twinning, for the present but 

sooner or later we will need to start showing a surplus at our year end. I have remarked on 

previous occasions that we need to turn this situation around before we find ourselves in a dire 

position. I know your committee are already working on next year's programme, but it needs 
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your support. Looking round I’m probably preaching to the converted when I ask for your 

support – but maybe bring a friend. 

This is the seventh treasurer's report I have given to this Association and it will be my 

swansong. I have enjoyed working with a great and friendly group of people making up the 

committee and thank all those involved for the support I have enjoyed over these years. Dave 

Riley is standing this year and I am sure he will make a great success of it  

That's all from me unless there are any questions 

 

There were no questions from the floor. 

 

Item Six – Membership Secretary’s Report 

Anne Hall delivered the following report: 

Our membership total has remained healthily stable this year with a total of 85 paid - up 

individual members on the books and 6 affiliated groups. 

We have been pleased to welcome 7 new members, several of which are active participants in 

the French Conversation group. These additions have been offset sadly by the loss of a few 

long standing members.  

The group memberships remain the same – Sailing Clubs, Generation 2 Table Tennis, Warsash 

Band, Fareham Medical Society, South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society and French 

conversation , all representing active participation in the FVTA. 

As always we try to recruit new members. Three of us recently gave a presentation about the 

organisation to the NWR (National Women's Register) and the very successful Fête des Rois 

joint event with Warsash U3A raised our profile with this group; further presentations with 

local U3A groups are also intended this year. The excellent website, designed and maintained 

by George Pickburn, is very informative and includes a membership form which can be 

downloaded. The attractive pamphlets also include a membership form and are displayed in 

libraries, sailing clubs and at social functions.  

Thank you to all those who have renewed your membership recently; just a plea to remind you 

to let us know if your email address changes and please continue to encourage friends and 

neighbours to join us ; I'm sure you will agree the subscription represents excellent value for 

money . So, without mentioning the B word ' the personal is political' so all contact and 

collaboration with our neighbours across the pond must be a good thing. 

 

Item Seven – Press & Publicity Officer’s Report: 
In the absence of Sarah Norbury (due to a severe cold and cough), no report was available. 

 

Item Eight – Liaison Officer’s Report 

This role is currently vacant, and Katrina asked for a volunteer to fill it, but none was 

forthcoming. 

 

Item Nine – Group Representative Reports 

Katrina Trott asked that future AGM agendas list the groups, as in committee meeting agendas, 

in alphabetical order so that no order of importance is apparent. 

 

Table Tennis Mike Cooksley reported on the Vannes visit to Fareham in May 2018. 

Generation 2 Table Tennis Club received our French sister club, AJK, from Vannes on 

Friday evening at 9:15 at the ferry port. 

Saturday morning was for most a traditional English breakfast followed by our annual 

Table Tennis competition. 
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In 2 parts we start off with the Davis Cup which is a 2 person team event. after 2 and a 

half  hours we reached the final between Graeme Smith / Guilluame Gain and their opponents 

Tom Chamberlain / Leo Jegousse. With Graeme and Guillaume running out winners of the 

Davis Cup. 

Then the official team competitions started with 3 teams from Generation 2 playing 3 

teams from AJK. 2018 was our year with all 3 Generation 2 teams winning some close team 

matches:  

A team winning 9-4, B Team winning 10-3 and the C team winning 6-4. 

Saturday evening was spent at several host families with winners joining together for a 

social evening. 

Sunday saw the group head off to the New Forest for a cloudy and cold visit which 

finished at Milford overlooking Hurst Castle. Shopping at West Quay in Southampton 

completed the day before our skittles evening at the Crofton Pub in Stubbington. 

A visit in the afternoon to HMS Nelson was followed up by our final evening at 

Fareham snooker Club for our presentation evening. 

Notably the Geoff Coppock Trophy for the person who personified the twinning spirit 

this year was given to Alain Cobrun (Vannes) 

The Player of the weekend was given to Tom Chamberlain for good performance in the 

Table Tennis competitions. 

Team trophies were also awarded to the winning team Captains.  

The overall "Tim Manhire” was received by Guillaume Gain (Generation 2’s home 

Frenchman) from Tim’s widow Sandra Manhire. 

After breakfast on Tuesday we headed out for some retail therapy at Gunwharf Quays and 

lunch. Then we moved off to the ferry terminal to give a fond farewell to AJK for another year. 

 

Sailing Clubs – In George Pickburn’s absence, Dave Riley responded to a request from the 

chair to report that the Fareham sailors will set off for Vannes at the end of May this year, in 

order to arrive there in late June. As the last visit’s programme had been very busy, he expected 

a similar schedule this year. 

 

Medical Society –  

Bill Cutter, who organises the Medical Society visit in Fareham, delivered the following report: 

9 adults and 9 children from Vannes crossed the Channel for the weekend visit. The first meet 

up was at a cafe in Winchester which is situated in an eclectic retro antiques shop called 

Project. As ever, it was lovely to be reunited with our French friends, as well as welcoming one 

or two newcomers. We all ate brunch with things like Mexican Eggs on the menu, whilst we 

caught up on the events of the last year. 

In the afternoon, we were pleased to be joined by three members of the Fareham-Vannes 

Twinning Association (Nigel Sharpe, and Joy and Martin Cooper) who remained with us for 

the rest of the day. We had an excellent guided walking tour of Winchester with one English-

Speaking and one French-speaking guide. This involved a walk along the river, visiting the 

bishop’s palace, Winchester College and finally the Cathedral. We learned about the diver who 

saved Winchester Cathedral by diving down into the waterlogged foundations of the Cathedral 

to lay concrete, thus allowing the reinforcement of the foundations before the whole building 

came tumbling down. 

In the evening, we all met at The King’s Head in Wickham for a meal and a skittles 

competition, ably organised by Alison Ascough and Anna Gandhe. All were divided into teams 

and competed for the ultimate prize of a pair of cruets shaped as the pound sign and in the 

colours of the Union Jack. The evening was a great success. 

On Sunday there was a very interesting talk at Queen Alexandra Hospital by Ad Gandhe 

entitled innovations in surgery. He demonstrated recent advances in orthopaedic and general 



 

NS 04 Feb 2019 

 

surgery. The French doctors were interested to see Queen Alexandra Hospital and commented 

how spacious and modern it is compared to a lot of French Hospitals.  Finally we had lunch at 

Karen Nugent and Nick Campkin’s house in Portchester, where Nick had cooked an enormous 

curry, and guests supplied puddings. We said our sad goodbyes “a la prochaine”! (October 

2019 in Vannes) 

With many thanks to the Fareham-Vannes Twinning Association for their kind support to our 

twinning meeting. 

 

Warsash Band –  

In the absence of the band’s chair, Anne Saxton, Chris Gorham delivered the following report: 

Chairman Anne Saxton is still on holiday and would otherwise have been at the AGM. 

Vice chairman Cliff Shaw has contributed this report, although unable to attend this evening. 

The Warsash Band has been very active within the community over the last year with fund 

raising, concerts and other public appearances. The band continues to grow and improve and 

will be embarking on a tour of Belgium during May, with an exciting programme of outdoor 

concerts and sightseeing. It is therefore unlikely that we will be involved in any twinning 

activities during 2019. It maybe that further contact can be established with the Vannes 

conservatoire as new management takes over there. 

Jon Audain, Musical Director, adds his personal and the band's thanks to individual members 

who have supported the band's concerts this past year. 

 

South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society 
Chris Gorham delivered the following report: 

This time last year all was looking good for an early June visit from the French car club who 

hosted 21 of our members around Vannes the previous year.  Regrettably insufficient of their 

members were available in 2018 to make the visit to Fareham viable and disappointingly they 

chose to cancel. 

In recent months repeated invitations have been received for our car club members to visit 

Vannes again. So much forward planning takes place that we on our side now have the same 

problem of unavailability of members to take up the offer. 

We will certainly try again in the future. 

 

Conversation Group –  

Val Brown delivered the following report: 

I am Val Brown and I co-organise the topics for the conversation evenings with Jill Pickburn. 

Our group meets twice a month, usually on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Tuesdays of the month at the 

Titchfield Community Centre. 

This year we have had a wide range of attendance at our evenings ranging from 2 - 14! Our 

group is made up of people who are involved with the main association and of those who solely 

attend the conversation evenings to keep their conversation skills tuned in for their personal 

visits to France. There is a wide range of language skills with some members who like to listen, 

some members who like to research and prepare the vocabulary and phrases and some members 

who ad lib and pick up on all threads of conversation. Although we are not an ‘evening class’ 

we often focus on grammar, specific vocabulary or phases and we are always keen to learn 

more!  

We no longer have any native French speakers at our evenings but we have been very fortunate 

to welcome Wendy and David who have been living in France for the last few years. They have 

been able to share their knowledge of the language and various anecdotes of their life in 

France. 
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This year we decided to include topic planning into each programme in order to encourage 

greater involvement of the group. This has worked very well with Jill and I fine tuning the 

selection of ideas into a programme. Thank you to Nigel Sharpe, as the Association’s 

Secretary, who continues to email our programme to all FVTA members. The topics in our 

programme are varied and cover history, geography and seasonal celebrations as well as 

interesting accounts of people’s holidays and travels. We do not just talk about France and 

French but anything topical or interesting. 

The conversation group nightly donation increased from 50p to £1 at the beginning of this year 

to support the hire of the room and this has been acknowledged by all members. Our numbers 

do not cover the hire of the room so we would like to thank the association for supporting us. 

As the Group’s Organisers we have taken responsibility for keeping the Register and 

despatching the fortnightly donations to Peter Davies, who remains Treasurer of the 

Association. The conversation group keep in touch with the FVTA Committee by submitting a 

brief report to their meetings during the year.  

The conversation group has joined together twice this year with the U3A French Group. In 

February a number of our members enjoyed a most successful soirée with the Warsash U3A’s 

French Conversation Group hosted any FVTA member John Robertson. There was also 

recently an Epiphany celebration enjoyed by some members of both groups. 

Finally, our thanks go to all who have joined in our sessions this year, whether on a regular 

basis or more intermittently. It is always good to see you and we would like to encourage 

members of other groups in the association to come along and join us. if you are planning a 

French visit or hosting French visitors come and share our enthusiasm for conversation ‘en 

français’. 
                                               

Item Ten – Resolutions for 2016 

. No resolutions had been received. 

 

Item Eleven – Election of Officers 
The Mayor kindly took the chair for the re-election of the chairman. She commended the 

obvious vibrancy of twinning, as shown by the group reports, and the value of the friendship 

between Vannes and Fareham. She thanked Katrina for her work as chairman, and thanked the 

association for the invitation to the AGM. 

 

The following committee members did not stand for re-election: 

Peter Davis – treasurer 

 

All proposed candidates were elected by a show of hands from the assembled members.  

 

Post Nominee Proposer Seconder 

Chairman Katrina Trott Pam Bryant Nigel Sharpe 

Vice Chairman Pam Bryant George Pickburn Janice Childs 

Liaison Officer No 

nominations 

  

Treasurer 

 

Dave Riley Nigel Sharpe Katrina Trott 

Membership Secretary Anne Hall Pam Bryant George Pickburn 

Secretary 

 

Nigel Sharpe Katrina Trott Janice Childs 

Social Secretary 

 

Currently done by social sub-committee 

Publicity Officer Sarah Norbury Katrina Trott Nigel Sharpe 
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Post Nominee Proposer Seconder 

Committee Member Chris Gorham Pam Bryant Katrina Trott 

Committee Member Janice Childs Nigel Sharpe Katrina Trott 

Committee Member Marian 

Ellerton 

Dave Riley Katrina Trott 

 

A social sub-committee will continue to meet regularly in lieu of a Social Secretary. This has 

worked well for the past two years in sharing the organisation of the association’s social 

functions. 

 

George Pickburn and Janice Childs respectively represent the Sailing Clubs and Gen 2 Table 

Tennis on the committee. Chris Gorham represents the Warsash Band, the Medical Society and 

the South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society on the committee. 

 

As elected chairman, Katrina Trott took the chair for the remainder of the meeting. Katrina 

emphasised the importance of the way work is shared across the committee. 

 

Item Twelve – Any Other Business 
 John Robertson once more generously offered the use of his house for association 

activities. 

 

The meeting was formally closed at 20:00. 

 

Date of Next Annual General Meeting: 

No date was proposed at this meeting for the next AGM of the Fareham Vannes Twinning 

Association. 

However, the corresponding date next year will be Saturday 18
th

 January 2020. 


