
 FAREHAM-VANNES TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF AGM HELD AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH HALL,  FAREHAM 

7.00 pm Saturday 13th January 2018 

Katrina Trott introduced the meeting; welcoming the Mayor of Fareham, Councillor Geoff 
Fazackarley, and the Mayoress, Mrs Tina Fazackarley, and approximately 51 FVTA Members. 

Item One – Apologies had been received from: 
Joan & Malcolm Barton, Avril Ward, Cliff Shaw, Anne Saxton, Susan & Brian Bayford, Pam 
Bryant, Sarah Norbury, Barbara Collins and Ted Vick. 

Item Two – Minutes of Last Meeting: 
These were accepted unanimously. 

Item Three – Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting minutes. 

Item Four – Chairman’s Report 
Katrina Trott delivered the following report: 
Bonsoir et bienvenue. 
   It is a pleasure to welcome our Mayor, Geoff Fazackarley, and Mayoress Tina who I know 
thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Vannes in May for the Golden Anniversary celebrations there , 
and a delight to see so many members here this evening. 
   As you know, the aim of this association is ‘To encourage exchanges between cultural, 
educational, professional and sporting organisations and individual members of the 
Communities of Fareham and Vannes.’ I hope you will agree that this has continued to be done 
successfully during the past year. 

   The year began in January with a continuation of our Westbury Manor display of the Fareham 
- Vannes Twinning Association’s memorabilia.  
   As you will remember the highlight of 2016 was the Association’s and Fareham’s 
Celebrations to mark the 50th Anniversary of our Twinning here in Fareham. Last year, 2017, 
the highlights were our Vannes partner Association’s Golden Anniversary commemoration last 
May, followed in June by the very successful visit of a flotilla sailors from Vannes. This stay 
was hosted by the sailing clubs of Fareham, Hill Head, Portchester and Warsash .Well done and 
thank you to the clubs and especially the ‘Vannes Driver’, George Pickburn. 
   In my researches for an article about our Association which was requested by the Fareham 
Society and has been published in their Winter newsletter, I discovered that the ‘Sailing ‘ link 
has been one of the longest surviving cultural exchanges over the past years. Initially via coach 
trips since the boats available were not strong enough to hazard the long journey between the 
two ports. (A copy of Katrina’s article will be distributed with these minutes) 

   Other exchanges this year have been with the Generation 2 Table Tennis Club and the 
Medical Society. 
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   In May, the Table Tennis Club sent a team of 13 to challenge AJK in Vannes in May. Despite 
their ‘Davis Cup’ being won by Fareham’s Ethan Cooksley #1 of #4 and Jordan Le Ponnier the 
Vannes Club won the team event 2-1. Details can be read in the Winter Tête -à- Tète. A return 
visit is being planned for later this year. 
   In October 16 members and family members of the Medical Society enjoyed a visit to 
Vannes. Their Vannes’ medics plan a return visit in October this year. 

   It is a pleasure to report that next month, thanks to background work by Charlie Childs who 
in addition to his day job and being a stalwart of the Generation 2 Table Tennis Club, is a 
Governor of Fareham Academy, a party of French students will be visiting the Academy and 
staying with Fareham hosts. 

   We have invited our Vannes visitors to come for the long weekend of May 18th to 21st. This 
was before the forthcoming Royal Wedding on May 19th was announced. We have already 
arranged a ‘Barn Dance’ for that day and are planning further events. Watch out for information 
in the coming months. 

   Your committee has arranged a number of fund raising Social events during the year. 

   In March we held an enjoyable evening Wine Quiz with Bring and Share Supper at the 
Catisfield Memorial Hall. We were aiming to replace the much missed Wine Quiz, formerly 
held as part of our Annual Dinner when it was held at Wallington Village Hall. 

   July signalled the ever popular Hog Roast, held in the beautiful garden of the Ellerton family. 
Our grateful thanks to Alderman Marian, her husband Peter and their daughter and son in law. 

   In September we returned to Catisfield Memorial Hall for a ‘Beetle Drive’, kindly facilitated 
by Chair of the Fareham- Pulheim Twinning Association, who have held many successful 
events of this nature, Trevor Howard. Our grateful thanks to him. 

   Our Annual Dinner which was once again held at Lysses Hotel , has proved rather 
problematic in recent years. It is difficult to find a large enough venue and please all those 
members who do attend. Sadly Fareham College cannot cope with the average number who 
attend. This year we have booked Cams Hill Golf Club for November 17th.  

   Our next Social fundraising event is to be held at Portchester Parish Hall, a Sunday lunch on 
March 11th, with your quizmaster for this evening, my husband Peter, giving an illustrated talk 
about his Experiences as an Extra for film and television. (The date was subsequently changed 
to 25th as 11th is Mothering Sunday). 

   None of the enjoyable social events detailed above would be possible without volunteers. Our 
Member Association representatives, Conversation Group organiser and the very important 
Liaison Officer who will be reporting to you later, are all volunteers, as are your Committee 
members. We all owe a debt of gratitude to those who do volunteer. Thank you. 

   We are at a cross roads for our Association. Marcel Boché has retired from his long standing 
position of President of the Jumelage and has been succeeded by Pierre-Yves LeGuen. I have 
sent thank you and welcome emails to them on behalf of our Association. 
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   I have been very grateful for the help and support of our Committee. I make a heartfelt plea 
for anyone here who feels that they could join us, especially as some long serving officers feel 
that they would like to ‘pass the baton’ on. 
   Thank you Bill Harris, for being an excellent Deputy for myself. We wish you well and a 
healthy future. I have high hopes there may be someone to assist in that role. 
   Peter Davis our Treasurer of 6 years, ably supported by Betty who usually takes charge of the 
Raffle, thank you both, would like to stand down after years of service. So far no one has put 
themselves forward. Please give that serious consideration. I have a job description here should 
you wish to find out more about what is involved. 
   Chris Gorham is indefatigable as our peerless Liaison officer, Band and Medical 
representative on the Committee. Thank you. Chris would also like relief from his Liaison 
Officer role. 
   Where would we be without him and our ever efficient secretary, also of long standing, Nigel 
Sharpe? Thank you. 
   Other valuable Committee members who I thank on your behalf are Janice Childs, Anne Hall, 
George Pickburn who has done sterling work on our website, making it more user friendly,and 
Pam Bryant. Thank you too, to Sarah Norbury who produces our informative Tête-à-Tête , but 
is not here this evening as she is elsewhere celebrating her birthday. 
   We also owe a huge debt of gratitude to Gill Pickburn who organises the Conversation 
Classes held at Titchfield Community Centre twice a month, and Alderman Marian Ellerton 
who is a valued member of our Social Committee, providing table decorations plus ideas such 
as the Sunday Lunch and this evening's dessert. 
   Please join me in applauding those people who have done so much to further the aims of our 
Twinning Association in enjoyable ways. 

Item Five – Treasurer’s Report 
Peter Davis delivered the following report: 

Good evening et Bonsoir. 

   I'm sure you will have seen the copies of the financial statement I’ve scattered around the 
tables, and I’m equally sure you will have been studying them hard. I'm equally sure that a few 

words of explanation from me will not go amiss. 

   On the Income side, Fund Raising is the income from the events organised throughout last 
year. We took in £3283 from tickets sold for these events - This meeting last year raised nearly 
£350. We have a few more people here tonight than last year, so my hopes are high – don't 
forget the raffle folks. On the whole the attendance throughout the year has been a little on the 
disappointing side. - 34 for the beetle drive, 34 for the bring and share/wine bluff quiz, and 52 
for the hog roast – this last one only just enough to make it viable. The annual dinner, too, was 
attended by a disappointing 53 people , though traditionally this has never been seen as a fund 
raising event. Despite these low numbers those attending all seemed to have had a good 
evening. 

Annual Dinner.  

On the expenditure side, in order to raise this money we spent £2357 on things like hall rental, 
catering, licences and the like. A plea from your treasurer – remember the raffle .it is a very 
important element in our fund raising.  
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   Last year our subscriptions were down - fewer people renewed than in previous years. We put 
this down to not having a membership secretary to follow up after the AGM. However, this 
year we have a volunteer for the post, so cast your vote for Anne. 

   Donations are largely made up of the voluntary contributions from the French Conversation 
Group. Merci beaucoup à tous ces membres. 

   We made two grants to affiliated organisations who hosted exchange visits last year – our 
gallant sailors who entertained a French fleet from Vannes and our newest affiliate the South 
Hants. Vehicle Preservation Society' 

   Insurance – a subject close to my heart I think is self explanatory. The room rental relates 
solely to the committee room at TCA which we use three evenings a month once for our 
committee meeting and twice for the French Conversation Group. We are looking into the 
possibility of using free accommodation that may be available, provided by local supermarkets 
for community purposes. General expenses remains at nil – none of your hard working 
committee members has claimed any expenses, bearing the cost of postage, printing and 
mileage themselves 

   You will see that over the year we have spent more than we earned. The last year we made an 
overall surplus was in 2012 - Mr Micawber's advice now comes to mind. Clearly we cannot go 
on like this. We have a balance in NatWest bank of £3598, but have paid £200 deposit for this 
year's annual dinner. This year we have a forthcoming visit from our friends in Vannes and we 
are very likely to be asked to make grants for other exchange visits planned by affiliate 
organisations. With careful planning this balance is adequate but we need to look to our 
members more than ever to support our fund raising events.  
   In conclusion may I just say Please continue to support our events and bring your friends and 
Please support the raffle!  
 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 
 Questions and comments were invited:- 

 John Robertson offered the use of his large house for meetings. 
 Richard Aitken asked about possible Fareham Borough Council (FBC) funding. Katrina 
reminded the meeting that FBC they had paid for the town tour coach and paperweights for the 
50th Anniversary in 2016. It was also pointed out that the council finances are very constrained, 
and many residents are not favourable to putting money to such activities as twinning. 
 Katrina also said that Marcel Boché’s departure from the chair of the French twinning 
might affect Vannes council support, as he was a former councillor and had contacts in the 
council, and Pierre-Yves LeGuen might not have the same ‘clout’. 
 Charlie Childs thought that membership fees seemed extremely low for an association 
such as ours, and asked if they can be raised. He also felt that we should promote the future of 
twinning to attract younger members; it was pointed out that the relatively high age profile is a 
problem for many social societies. George and Katrina agreed to discuss possibilities. 
 Chris Gorham said that the 25% loss of members for the year without a membership 
secretary was a greater problem than the income; support was most important. 
 Peter pointed out that the cash balance was reducing steadily, and that 2018 would incur 
a large bill for the French visit. 

Item Six – Membership Secretary’s Report 
In the absence of a membership secretary, no report was available. The chairman asked what 
the current membership numbers are, but they were not to hand. (Subsequently – 19th January - 
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Peter informed the committee that the numbers so far renewed were 28 ‘family’ and 11 
individual memberships). 

Item Seven – Press & Publicity Officer’s Report: 
In the absence of Sarah Norbury, no report was available, but Katrina added the following 
comments: 
 George Pickburn had done a wonderful job setting up and updating teh website, and 
producing the publicity leaflets. 
 There had been widespread radio and TV coverage of the sailing visit to Fareham. 
 The winter 2017/2018 newsletter had been issued and distributed prior to the AGM. 

Item Eight – Liaison Officer’s Report 
Chris Gorham delivered the following report: 
   After our superb 50th Anniversary celebration in Fareham,   2017 was the year for Vannes to 
celebrate Twinning longevity.  
   All was looking simple in autumn 2016 with a likely group of 20 members gradually 
accumulating to make the Anniversary visit to Vannes in May 2017.  
However an invitation from Vannes had been passed on to car club  'South Hants Vehicle 
Preservation Society'  inviting a May visit with our other Association members.     The next 
thing I knew  this project landed back on me and my own  air waves became hot with several  
hundred messages elaborating ideas from Vannes,  and classic car owners wanting to join the 
trip.  This continued unabated for the next 5 intense months involving Prince William (whose 
equerry sent best wishes ) and  the British Ambassador from Paris ( who did actually arrive in 
Vannes )  
   Ultimately 20 car club members with 12 classic cars made their first Twinning visit to 
Vannes.  
   So we became 45 including our Mayor, Mayoress, and previous  Mayor  Connie Hockley  
making this  by far the largest delegation for many years  -  appropriate for the 50th 
Anniversary  in Vannes.  
   Meanwhile Charlie Childs kindly took on the school exchange project with Lycée Charles de 
Gaulle & Fareham Academy.  
   A lot of energy and discussion has taken place over many months about a Golf Club exchange 
but at the moment all has gone quiet.  We shall see.  
   Other ongoing possibilities include a renewal of the Tennis exchange.  
   A major change in Vannes has been the resignation of Marcel Boché after many years as 
chairman of twinning.  Long time vice chairman and keen sailor Pierre Yves Le Guen is the 
new chairman.  
   The suggested dates of 18 to 21 May 2018 for the Vannes visit to Fareham has been 
acknowledged and I am confident that we can assume this will be accepted.  
   My aim has been to seize on every chance to expand and elaborate twinning contacts, 
activities and events.  Sometimes challenging but often enough rewarding.  
It has been a privilege to serve on the Committee for the past 33 years or so getting to know 
and working with some very nice people.  Now it is time for me to try and keep quiet as your 
new committee carries the association forward. 

 Chris also expressed appreciation of helpful support given by the many FBC councillors 
who are members of the association. FBC had funded the 50th anniversary sculpture in 
Westbury Manor garden. 
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 Mayor Geoff Fazakarley expressed his great pleasure to be a part of the association. 

Item Nine – Group Representative Reports 

Table Tennis Mike Coobley reported on the GEN II visit to Vannes in May 2017. 
3 cars set off on Friday 26th May from Portsmouth to Cherbourg on the fast ferry, arriving in 
France approx 7.30 pm. 
The drive to Vannes took about 4 hours, we were met at Kercado Sports Centre and taken to 
our host families. 
Saturday morning was a free morning, and table tennis "Davis Cup" started at 1 pm. Ethan 
Cooksley, our youngest player of 11 years old, and Jordan Le Ponnier were the champions. 
Saturday evening was a BBQ at A J K clubhouse, lots of food and drink. 
Sunday was the team event - A J K : 2   Generation 2 : 1 
Sunday evening was a group restaurant meal, lovely. 
Monday was our day out to Ile d’Arz, lovely but a bit wet. 
Monday evening was a presentation evening with gifts and trophies exchanged. 
Tuesday saw us all leave Vannes,for a supermarket shop and drive back to the ferry. The ferry 
was delayed by one hour, but the crossing good. 
Lovely to renew friendships with our friends from Vannes. 

Mike also reported that a meeting would be held the week after this AGM concerning a 
French visit at the end of April 2018. 

Two professional players are to play in the French national league. 

Sailing Clubs – George Pickburn showed a slideshow of photos and video clips of the July 
2017 visit by the French sailors, incorporating a recording of the BBC South Today report on 
the visit which included brief interviews with Monique Moutaud (the Vannes Voile 
representative) and George 

A return visit is planned for 2019.. 

Medical Society –  
Alison Ascough delivered the following report: 

A group of 16 including several children visited Vannes for a weekend at the end of October 
2017. 
First on the programme was a visit to an oyster farm. A tasting followed but not everyone tried 
the oysters. Carnac standing stone lines were explored before visiting the Stone Age Skill 
Centre offering the chance to try fire lighting, grinding wheat, and spear throwing.  
Several interesting meals were shared during a very hospitable visit.  
There is a fuller report in the current issue of the Twinning Newsletter.  
Vannes medics will certainly be welcome in Fareham next autumn. 

Warsash Band –  
In the absence of a representative of the band, the Mayor read Ann Saxton’s report: 
Warsash Band twinning activities 2017 
My apologies for not being able to make the AGM with you this year. After a hugely busy 
musical Christmas I am fortunate to be holidaying in Costa Rica. It was a difficult choice, but 
the topaz waters, amazing volcanic scenery and incredible jungle won me over… 
2017 started with high hopes and enthusiasm to continue the traditional exchange between 
The Warsash Band and the Orchestre d’Harmonie from the Vannes Conservatoire. 
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Our musical counterparts were looking forward to coming to Fareham in April 2017 and we set 
about organising a fabulous weekend to welcome them. 
We prepared for their arrival on Saturday 29th April, with a joint rehearsal late afternoon at the 
Victory Hall followed by a Hog Roast in the evening. Small groups and ensembles from both 
Warsash and Vannes would entertain each other as members of both bands had the opportunity 
to catch up with old friends and make new ones. 
We arranged for both bands to perform on Sunday 30th April, at the Country Fair at Netley 
Marsh. The bands would perform separately and as a combined group and the heritage fair 
would provide an excellent backdrop for the performances. We also hoped the demonstrations 
of traditional country crafts and sports, including falconry, ferret racing, heavy horse 
demonstrations and chainsaw carving to name just a few, would be of great interest to our 
guests. 
All plans were in place, but unfortunately it was not to be. 
Just 7 weeks before their planned visit, our French colleagues were forced to cancel their trip. 
The financial support from the city of Vannes was, even at that late stage, still unconfirmed and 
without the City’s participation, our friends from the Conservatoire’s Orchestre D’Harmonie 
were unable to come to Fareham. 
Clearly this was a huge disappointment to everyone. 
The Warsash Band continued to play at the Country Fair with great success, but saddened that 
our friends could not be with us. 
Undeterred, we hope to rearrange…. And if they can’t make it to Fareham, perhaps we will just 
have to go there instead! 

South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society 
Chris Gorham delivered the following report: 

   Responding to an invitation from Vannes car club ASPYC56 a group was assembled for a 
visit to Vannes in May 2017. 12 cars converged on Vannes with 20 car club members for a four 
day stay . Half stayed with families while others chose B&B or hotel accommodation.  
   The main event was a scenic drive with about 70 French and English cars wending their way 
along the coast road to a spot at the entrance of the Gulf of Morbihan. Much appreciative horn 
tooting and waving  took place from other drivers. A barbecue was provided at this perfect 
viewing place for the boats and tall ships entering and leaving the Gulf.  
   After driving back to Vannes a boat cruise followed with close up viewing of 6 or 7 tall ships 
and many smaller interesting boats.  
   Car club members joined other Fareham visitors for other events during the next couple of 
days. A full report is in Sarah Norbury's excellent Newsletter.  
   Car club members have been grateful for the support of the Twinnng Committee throughout 
the process of their first Vannes Twinning venture.  
   French car club members with their cars will be welcomed in June 2018. (This will coincide 
with the Queen Elizabeth Country Park/Butser vehicle show on June 4th). 

Conversation Group –  
Jill Pickburn delivered the following report: 
The French Conversation Group continues to flourish with our meetings held on the first and 
third Tuesday of each month being attended by a core of longstanding members and welcome 
new recruits. Sadly our native French Speaker - Annette Scharff - is no longer coming to our 
meetings. It was a treat to have her as part of our group and we would dearly like to find 
another fluent French speaker to inspire us.  
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Over the past year our conversations have ranged from the topical - the French Election and 
news in general, to the cultural - architecture and gardens and French songs, to the personal - 
careers, our roots and holidays…and others in between. We try to keep to the topic, not always 
with great success, although the aim is to let everyone have their say!  As in previous years we 
took a summer break over August, but otherwise enjoyed 22 sessions of conversation en 
français.  
Some of the group took advantage of Twinning events to air their French by participating in the 
visit to Vannes in May, joining the celebrations to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Twinning 
and also by socialising with the French sailors when they came to Fareham in June. 
Our thanks are due to Nigel Sharpe, who has decided to step down from his role as secretary of 
the Group. Nigel has been a key figure in the group for many years and has done a great deal to 
sustain it. Val Brown and I will continue as the organisers and hope that we will see Nigel at 
our meetings in the future.   
I would  also like to thank the Association Committee for their continued support of the Group, 
my co organiser, Val Brown  and all who join in our sessions. Our current programme, which 
takes us through to May, was produced following a lively group planning meeting. It promises 
to be fun - so do come and join us! 
                                               
Item Ten – Resolutions for 2016 
. Charlie Childs proposed and Mike Coobley seconded a resolution to increase the 
subscription fees to £8 individual and £15 family. Despite the resolution not having been 
submitted in advance of the meeting as specified in the notification document (as was pointed 
out by at least two of the committee), the chair decided that it should be discussed and voted 
on. 

John Robertson was in favour but felt that doubling the subscription was excessive. 
The resolution was voted on by a show of hands of those present, and received a large 

majority in favour. John Robertson proposed that the passed motion be set aside and the 
increase be £1 on current rates, but this was rejected by a vote of AGM attendees. 

After discussion amongst members present, Eve Aitken proposed that the already passed 
motion to increase subs to £8 and @15 respectively be set aside, and changes to £5 and £10 be 
considered. This was carried, and will be effective from January 2019. 

. 

Item Eleven – Election of Officers 
The Mayor kindly took the chair for the re-election of the chairman. 
As elected chairman, Katrina Trott took the chair for the remainder of the meeting. 

The following members did not stand for re-election: 
Peter Davis – treasurer 
Chris Gorham – Liaison officer 

All proposed candidates were elected by a show of hands from the assembled members.  

Post Nominee Proposer Seconder

Chairman Katrina Trott George Pickburn Nigel Sharpe

Vice Chairman No nominations
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A social sub-committee will continue to meet regularly in lieu of a Social Secretary. This has 
worked well for the past two years in sharing the organisation of the association’s social 
functions. 

George Pickburn and Janice Childs respectively represent the Sailing Clubs and Gen 2 Table 
Tennis on the committee. Chris Gorham represents the Warsash Band and the Medical Society 
on the committee. 

Item Twelve – Any Other Business 
 Bill Harris thanked Katrina for her hard work as chairman. 

The meeting was formally closed at 20:40. 

Date of Next Annual General Meeting: 
No date was proposed at this meeting for the next AGM of the Fareham Vannes Twinning 
Association. 
However, the corresponding date next year will be Saturday 12th January 2019.

Liaison Officer No nominations

Treasurer No nominations

Membership 
Secretary

Anne Hall Janice Childs Nigel Sharpe

Secretary Nigel Sharpe Katrina Trott Chris Gorham

Social Secretary - - -

Publicity Officer Sarah Norbury Peter Davis Chris Gorham

Committee 
Member

David Riley George Pickburn Bill Harris

Committee 
Member

Richard Aitken George Pickburn Nigel Sharpe

Post Nominee Proposer Seconder
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