
VANNES - FAREHAM FLOTILLA IN THE HAMBLE 

By George Pickburn, the ‘Vannes Driver’ 

Ten French boats and eleven crews - one by ferry - arrived on a rather grey and chilly Saturday 24th 
June, after, for some, a frisky Channel crossing. 

Warsash boats went out to rendezvous with the visitors at 
Bald Head and escort them to the Harbour Master’s pontoon. 
They were brought ashore by Jon Spencer in Lobster. The Mayor 
of Fareham was on hand to assist and went out in Lobster to 
greet the visitors on the pontoon. BBC South Today and Radio 
Solent came along to record the event for posterity. 

A reception was held on the lawn with Ian Buchanan and 
colleagues providing the music, punctuated by speeches of 
welcome from the Mayor and Vice Commodore Keith Hamilton. 

Warsash SC entertained the visitors on the Sunday to 
“Morland’s Model Yacht Racing”, games of skittles, and two 
very popular river walks. 

On Monday, the visitors were invited to the Mayor’s Parlour 
for cakes, coffee and a tour of the Council Chamber, and, 
afterwards, a group photo in the gardens.  

The visitors then strolled to 
Fareham MBSC and spent a full day 
Fareham Lugger sailing, with the 
‘Knotters Guild’, and all topped off 
with a BBQ. The Tuesday dawned 
damp, but, undaunted, the visitors, 
hosted by Hill Head SC, explored the 
Nature Reserve. In the evening, 
Portchester SC laid on an evening of 
sea shanties sustained by a hog roast. 
Roles were switched next day, with Portchester hosting a Coastguard speaker and conducting a tour of 
their ‘Chateau’, whilst Hill Head prepared an evening feast. Thursday was set aside for hosting of crews 
by individual families. Friday was a ‘quiet’ day, with an evening farewell dinner, speeches, exchange of 
gifts and a lively bi-lingual sing-song. I am glad to report that Fareham clubs have been invited to sail to 
Vannes in 2019. 


