
 FAREHAM-VANNES TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF AGM HELD AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH HALL,  FAREHAM 

7.00 pm Saturday 14th January 2017 

Katrina Trott introduced the meeting; welcoming the Mayor of Fareham, Councillor Connie 
Hockley, and Mr Geoff Hockley, and approximately 46 FVTA Members. 

Item One – Apologies had been received from: 
 Janice Childs, Marian Ellerton, Avril Ward, Ann Smith, Mike Eastwood and Bill Harris. 

Item Two – Minutes of Last Meeting: 
These were accepted unopposed. 

Item Three – Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting minutes. 

Item Four – Chairman’s Report 
Katrina Trott delivered the following report: 
I hope you will all agree last year, when we here in Fareham celebrated 50 years of the 
twinning link, was very enjoyable and successful. Once again, there were exchanges between 
cultural, professional and sporting organisations and individual members of the two towns. 

French conversation meetings are held twice per month at Titchfield Community 
Centre, currently ably led by Jill Pickburn, thank you for that Jill. Thanks are also due to you 
and George for spreading the word about the Fareham Vannes Twinning by giving a 
presentation about Vannes, the sailors’ voyage to the town, and the Conversation Group to 
children at Redlands School in March. 

On your behalf I would like to give grateful thanks to past and present Committee 
members who have done so much to keep the Twinning thriving and call upon you to consider 
standing for office later this evening, especially as long serving members feel the time has 
come to stand down. 

We have been very lucky there have been a number of enjoyable social events. 
Following our AGM last January, in March, Bill Harris organised a splendid fund 

raising dinner at Portchester Sailing Club. 
In April, at the Cheese and Wine evening, members had the chance to find out about the 

twinning exchanges enjoyed by our various affiliated groups. Speakers from the Warsash Band, 
Sailing Clubs of Fareham, Generation II table tennis club, Fareham Medical Society and the 
Conversation Group each gave fascinating illustrated presentations to a full house here at Holy 
Trinity Hall. Personally, I thought this gave such a good idea of the spread and wealth of 
twinning activities that I very much regretted that we had not thought to invite members of 
Fareham Borough Council so they could see that in our Golden Anniversary Year Twinning in 
Fareham is alive and well. 

May 14th to 15th were the dates that Generation II Table Tennis Club hosted their 
friends from Vannes and, of course there were enjoyable events surrounding that visit. 

July 17th was a glorious day when once again we were able to enjoy a superb Hog 
Roast, followed by a wide range of delicious desserts provided by members, and garden games 
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in the lovely garden of Alderman Marion and Peter Ellerton. Thank you. Whilst there, as I 
reported to Marcel, on your behalf, we held a minute's silence to remember the victims of 
terrorism in France. 

Undoubtedly, the highlight of the year was the weekend in mid September when the 50th 
anniversary of our Twinning with Vannes was celebrated in style. A full, illustrated description 
of the events of the weekend can be found in the latest Tête-à-Tête newsletter which you should 
have received and which is also available on our website. Thank you, Sarah Norbury for editing 
the newsletter and to George Pickburn for working so hard to update and 
monitor the website. 

Our visitors from Vannes arrived on the St Malo - Portsmouth ferry on the evening of 
10th September and were whisked to the church at Warsash for a concert performed by the 
Warsash band. I know you ,Madam Mayor, will agree that the atmosphere was wonderful, with 
the church decked out in French and British flags and two Breton ladies in full traditional 
costume adding colour to the occasion. We are very grateful to the Warsash band for organising 
a pacy programme of music which everyone enjoyed and for the fantastic array of cakes in the 
interval, made by their musicians and families in their own "British Bake Off." 

On the Sunday around 70 people, French visitors and their hosts, visited the fascinating 
Whitchurch Silk Mill which was followed by a traditional English Sunday lunch at the White 
Hart pub in Overton. Thank you Avril Ward and Ann Smith for researching and coordinating 
that very successful event. 

Fareham did us proud on Monday 12th September when the event included a Freedom 
March by around 150 sailors from HMS Collingwood led by the band of HM Royal Marines. 
Our Mayor, Councillor Connie Hockley welcomed them and visitors from the twin towns 
before she and Marcel Boché inspected the troops. After a display of arms, speeches and 
prayers the Mayor hosted a reception in Westbury Manor where she and Marcel unveiled the 
commemorative sculpture. Part of this is pictured on the front cover of the latest edition of the 
FBC Fareham Today magazine within which there is also article about the civic reception. 
Unfortunately the explanatory plaque beside the splendid work of art currently shows 
inaccurate dates, but this is to be corrected and a French translation added this year. 

That evening the Mayor hosted a golden themed dinner party, where Civic gifts were 
exchanged between Fareham and Vannes councils. The anniversary scroll, a twin of which was 
given to Vannes, which was placed in the Vannes room at the Civic offices is on display 
through December and January in Westbury Manor museum along with other twinning 
memorabilia. 

Whilst the formal Civic dinner was taking place in the Mayor's parlour, a hard fought 
game of skittles took place at the Crofton pub in Stubbington between members of the Vannes 
and Fareham groups.During the well earned break, fish and chips, another English tradition, 
were served. 

On Tuesday morning I led a whistle-stop coach tour of the Borough which took in, 
amongst other places, Portchester Castle, Portsdown Hill with its defensive forts and the Great 
Barn at Titchfield, all places linked to the defence of the realm from the French! However, I do 
not think our Vannes guests took at those facts. 

The anniversary dinner on Tuesday evening at Lysses House Hotel was a splendid 
finale. Our Mayor Connie, Marcel and myself cut the superbly decorated anniversary cake 
using Bill Harris' Naval Officer's sword. I was surprised and overwhelmed by the two generous 
baskets of Breton gifts presented to me there so have and will largely use the contents in raffle 
prizes at our functions. 
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Thank you to the sterling efforts of our liaison officer Chris Gorham, Fareham Borough 
Council our Social committee and all the generous hosts who gave their time and provided bed, 
board and transport to our visitors from Vannes which will celebrate our 50th anniversary next 
year. We have been invited there between May 24th - 28th, which coincides with the Semaine 
du Golfe. I hope many of you will visit that lovely town where I know we will be made very 
welcome. Peter and I have already booked our ferries. 

In October Avril Ward organised a very successful lunch at Fareham College's in-house 
restaurant "Avenue 141". Thank you Avril.  

The Fareham Medical Society hosted very enjoyable visit by a group of French doctors 
and their families which included time at Beaulieu, a tour of the Jubilee surgery at Titchfield as 
well as the Titchfield Carnival. A return visit to Vannes is proposed for this year's October half-
term. 

November marked our Annual Dinner at Lysses hotel which was attended by Deputy 
Mayor Geoff Fazackarley and his wife Tina. We know that many people regret that The Lysses 
hotel venue means that the very popular Wine Quiz is not feasible there. In response to this 
feeling, your hard working Social Committee has planned a Wine Quiz with Bring and Share 
supper at Catisfield Memorial Hall on Saturday March 11th. 

Let us hope for splendid weather next summer, for in July, the sailing clubs of Fareham 
will once again host a flotilla from Vannes and we hope to hold another barbecue. The date of 
the latter is yet to be confirmed. 

A few final thanks. Thank you George for the splendid pictorial compilation of our 
Anniversary events showing whilst we gathered. Thank you for kind donations for the raffle 
and Betty for dealing with the tickets for that. Thank you to Marian Ellerton ,Ann Mellor, Sara 
Norbury and Ann Smith for organising this evening's refreshments of French Onion soup 
followed by apple tart and cream which we hope you will enjoy. Thanks also to my "better 
half" Peter for the quiz which will come later. 

Lastly I would like to close by reiterating my grateful thanks to your committee and a 
plea that you will consider joining us. 

Item Five – Treasurer’s Report 
Peter Davis delivered the following report: 
I've left copies of the financial statement on the tables and I hope you've had a chance to have a 
look at them. It's been in this rather quirky format since long before I became your treasurer 
and this year I’ve kept up the quirky tradition. 
     On the Income side, Fund Raising made £2518 from tickets for the various events we 
organised - AGM Quiz, Cheese and Wine the Hog Roast and the Annual Dinner. On the 
expenditure side we spent £1671 on hall rental, catering, licences and the like. The surplus from 
these events was some £847. Our raffles are very important here. It would have been 
substantially higher but our usual skittles evening was part of the 50th anniversary celebrations 
and our usual Autumn event was lost because it would have come too close to the anniversary 
celebrations.  
     Donations are largely made up of the voluntary contributions from the French Conversation 
Group, A big thank you to those involved. 
     Twinning Income is money paid by those members hosting our French friends who came for 
the 50th anniversary celebrations It also includes a very welcome grant from Fareham 
Community Fund for which we are very grateful. This paid for the commemorative paper 
weights and the cost of the coach for Katrina's conducted tour of Fareham borough. 

NS 10 Feb 17 



The big event last year was, of course, the 50th anniversary celebrations. Your committee felt 
this was such a significant event which had to be celebrated in style. The borough council 
clearly felt the same and they did us proud with the march past and the sculpture in Westbury 
Manor Gardens. None of that cost us a penny. 
     Twinning expenses on the expenditure side is the cost of the programme of events that our 
chairman has already outlined. As always there was no charge for any of our French guests. 
Our funds were directed at entertaining our French friends who turned up in much larger 
numbers than on previous visits. You will see that these celebrations cost the Association 
£3152. 
     We made two grants to affiliated organisations who hosted exchange visits last year – 
Generation 2 Table Tennis and Fareham Medical Society. 
     You will see that we spent quite a lot more than we earned over the course of the year. This 
is not unusual in a year when the French come to us, though last year it was exaggerated by the 
anniversary celebrations.  
     Whilst this has not by any means depleted our funds we are some £3000 poorer than last 
year. Nevertheless with a balance of over £4000 our position remains sound. However we will 
need to improve our fund raising this year. Your committee have sketched out an interesting 
programme for the first part of next year, they work hard to make this a success so please come 
to as many events as you can – and support the raffle! 
     Peter invited questions, of which there were none. 

Item Six – Membership Secretary’s Report 
In Janice’s absence, no report was available.  
David Douglas asked how many members the association has. In reply, Katrina counted 94 
entries on the email distribution list for 2016. It was agreed that an up to date number for 2017 
be circulated when all renewals and new membership applications had been recorded. 

Item Seven – Press & Publicity Officer’s Report: 
Ann Mellor delivered the following report: 
The association’s 50th anniversary generated a fair amount of positive publicity, and I’m sure 
many people will have seen the spread in the Fareham news, and the article in Fareham Today.  
It would have been nice if more members, especially those who have supported the association 
for many years, could have been involved in the Civic Event, by which I mean being invited to 
watch the parade in West Street and the unveiling of the sculpture in Westbury Manor Gardens, 
but this was organised by the council and we, unfortunately, had little involvement with the 
guest list.  The council did also put coverage of the event on the screen in their booth in the 
shopping centre, which you may also have seen. 
     We now have a new local news reporter at the Fareham News, with whom I have been in 
contact, but I think he feels, perhaps justifiably, that we have had sufficient publicity for one 
year! 
     There is at the moment an exhibition about the twinning at Westbury Manor (turn right as 
you go in), with artefacts and articles tracing the history of the association.  It will be there until 
the end of January, and, though small, is well worth a visit. 
     I have generally continued to submit notices about our events to local freesheets and 
websites.  There is no guarantee that these, being free, will be published, though they usually 
are. 
     We now have very attractive and informative leaflets (produced by George), which you will 
have found on your seats.  The plan is to distribute them around libraries and other public 
NS 10 Feb 17 



venues.  If you know of anywhere that you could distribute some, please ask us for more. 
George has also devised a smart new website, details of which are on the leaflet.   
     Our newsletter, Tete aTete, ably edited by Sarah, is sent by email or post to all members.  It 
is a very professional-looking publication which gives information about the association’s 
events and visits, with photos.  We hope you enjoy reading it, and would ask you to forward it, 
or print it off, to pass on to anyone who might be interested in it, as it provides excellent 
publicity for us.  
     The purpose of our publicity is, I feel, very largely to attract new members, but this very 
rarely happens.  The membership, and the committee, are getting older.  We need new, younger 
members, and in particular we need new, younger committee members.  There are younger 
people who take part in exchanges under the auspices of the twinning association, and their 
organisations receive at the very least, support and encouragement, and, not infrequently, 
financial loans or grants.  It is events such as this, tonight, and the many other social events 
organised by the committee, that provide these funds.  So it would be nice to see some of these 
younger people coming along to support these fund-raising events!  It would be even nicer to 
see some of them joining the association as individual members (at £4 a year) and contributing 
to the running of it. 
     As I’ve already mentioned, there are leaflets on your seats.  Please, can you take your leaflet 
with you, and more if you would like them, and pass them on to friends, neighbours, family, 
grandchildren, anyone you know, and encourage them to join.  They don’t have to visit Vannes, 
they don’t have to host French visitors, they don’t have to speak French.  All they need is an 
interest in things across the Channel, and to support in whatever way they want the links 
between our two communities, whether by joining in our activities with French visitors, by 
supporting the social programme, or, better still, helping to continue the existence of the 
organisation by joining the committee.  Now, more than ever, we need fresh input to help us 
maintain our continental links, so please do whatever you can to help keep our twinning 
organisation going!  Thank you. 

Item Eight – Liaison Officer’s Report 
Chris Gorham delivered the following report: 

     In 2016 assembling the guest and host list took several months leading up to our 50th 
Anniversary visit from Vannes in September. Finally 30 French visitors were accommodated in 
17 Fareham households.  This is more than for many years. The task was made much easier by 
the flexibility and helpfulness of the host families and this was very greatly appreciated. All 
seemed to enjoy a very exceptional visit.  
     Owing to the Council's choice of a Monday during term time several of our affiliated groups 
could not send representatives. Table tennis players, Musicians and Medics were tied up with 
work or school both in Fareham and in Vannes.  However all the former Twinning Chairmen 
still living were present for the main event except for one French Chairman in his 90's who was 
unfit to travel.  
     I must record great thanks to Officers and Elected Members of Fareham Borough Council 
for the organisation of a suitably splendid event in the town centre on market day. The council 
input surprised and exceeded the expectation of our committee in every way.  
     The splendid hats worn by the Vannes ladies and many Fareham ladies too were matched by 
the splendour of the occasion.  
     Sarah Norbury captured the excitement so well in her terrific illustrated reporting in the 
recent Tete a Tete Newsletter.  
     Marcel Boché mentioned that a Vannes car club planned a car rally during the Semaine du 
NS 10 Feb 17 



Golfe in May 2017. He asked if I could find a Fareham car club to send some vintage and 
classic cars to that event. I passed the information to the Chairman of the South Hants Vehicle 
Preservation Society in September. Since that time a deluge of emails have been generated and 
it looks as if 21 people in 12 interesting cars will be participating in Vannes in May 2017. 
About half will stay with Vannes families. The car rally is named 'Des Roues et Des Voiles' - 
Wheels and Sails.  
     Our members are invited to visit Vannes from Wednesday 24th to Sunday 28th May 2017 so 
if this could be of interest to you do put your names on the list. 

Item Nine – Group Representative Reports 

Table Tennis – in the absence of Janice and Charlie Childs, no report was presented to the 
meeting. 

Sailing Clubs – George Pickburn delivered the following report: 
The sailors of Vannes have been invited to visit Fareham at the end of June 2017. A committee 
of representatives of the Fareham sailing clubs - Warsash SC, Hill Head SC, Fareham MBSC, 
and Portchester SC - has been formed to plan the visit. The invitation is for 50 people sailing in 
15 boats. The Hamble Harbourmaster has been briefed on the visit; he has indicated that with 
good notice, sufficient berths should be available. In due course, Fareham families will be 
invited to host individual crews from the Vannes boats. Please watch our website for further 
news on the visit: https://farehamvannestwin.wordpress.com. 

Medical Society –  
Chris Gorham delivered the following report: 
     After Friday evening with hosts Saturday's sunny weather was ideal for exploring the 
Beaulieu estate. Adults and children alike were attentive during the interesting tour of the abbey 
and Palace House with both the English guide and the French guide being excellent.  There was 
time for the monorail and motor museum before an early cream tea in the Brabazon restaurant.  
     The Titchfield Mill upper floor was the venue for a fine three course dinner with music on 
the lower floor provided by Ian's band - husband of organiser Fiona McCrae.  
Sunday morning saw an early start for a tour of the Jubilee Surgery and medical quiz with some 
testing questions for hospital consultants and generalists alike. This was followed by inspection 
of the Classic Cars prior to the Titchfield Carnival.  
     More than 40 enjoyed home-made chilli and rice together courtesy of Alison whose splendid 
home overlooks the carnival route. Appreciation of the support of the FVTA was noted with 
gratitude.  
     After this formal programme some of the French were able to stay on with their children 
until Tuesday.  
     A return visit to Vannes has been proposed for October half term in 2017. 

Warsash Band –  
Ann Sexton delivered the following report: 
     Exchange visits between residents of Fareham and the town of Vannes in southern Brittany 
began in 1964, and the towns were formally twinned two years later. In the 50 years since then, 
thousands of people have benefited from the arrangement with sporting, cultural, professional 
and school exchanges. The Warsash Band has regularly welcomed musicians from the 
Conservatoire de Musique in Vannes to perform with them in Fareham. Its members have also 
enjoyed performing in Vannes on numerous return visits.  
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     This made the band an obvious choice to entertain Twinning Association representatives 
from both towns with a French-themed concert and in September 2016, celebrations to mark 50 
years of friendship between Fareham and Vannes were kicked off in style on Saturday 10th 
September with a superb concert by the Warsash Band.  
    The audience, including the current Queen and Princess of Vannes in full traditional 
costume, enjoyed a wide variety of musical styles, with pieces such as An American in Paris, 
tunes from Les Miserables and the French Comedy overture.  
     The Warsash Band is looking forward to continuing its association with Vannes when it 
hosts visitors from the Conservatoire de Musique in 2017. Our musical friends from the 
Conservatoire will join us here in Fareham for the weekend of Saturday 29 April to Monday 1 
May 2017.  
     Once they have settled in with their host families and had the opportunity to refresh 
themselves after their journey, we will have a joint rehearsal followed by a fish and chip supper 
with musical entertainment provided by band members. This will give band members a chance 
to catch up with old friends and make new ones.  
     The following day will see both bands perform separately before combining forces to 
perform several joint pieces. We are hoping that this performance will take place in the 
beautiful grounds of Winchester Cathedral. The performance will be a free of charge event to 
entertain the passing crowds. We would love to see members of the FVTA in the audience –  
bring a blanket and a picnic and relax in the spring sunshine listening to fantastic music. After 
the performances, our guests will be given free time to explore the historic city, perhaps 
investigate the old mill or visit the quaint shops. The evening will be dedicated to a social 
activity for the two bands.  
     2016 was a hugely successful year for the band and we thank the association for the 
opportunity to perform as part of the 50th celebrations. The band is looking forward to the visit 
by the Conservatoire in 2017 and the chance to further strengthen ties through our common 
language of music. 

Conversation Group –  
Jill Pickburn delivered the following report: 
     The Group continues to be well supported by both long standing and new members.  
Recently we have been joined by Annette Scharff, who is from Belgium and fluent in French 
and James Heath who is English, but has a French wife.  My thanks go to Chris & Sue Gorham 
who “recruited” them following a chance encounter at the Titchfield Carnival! 
     At the Conversation Group’s 2016 AGM in May,  Anne Hall stepped down as co-organiser 
of the Conversation Group, due to new work commitments.  I am pleased to say that Val Brown 
volunteered take her place, so welcome back to Val and my thanks to Anne for all she did in 
helping to organise our sessions over the past two years. 
     A number of our Members were happy to join in the twinning celebrations, with our visitors 
from Vannes, to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Association, in September.  Some acted as 
hosts whilst others swelled the numbers at the various events. 
     Our current programme takes us through to the end of February, Val & I will  
soon be putting together the next programme.  If you have any ideas for subjects  we would be 
delighted to hear from you.  We aim to have good mix of topics to suit all interests, for example 
at our session next Tuesday 17th January we shall be discussing “Are footballers, politicians 
bankers etc worth their pay?”, then on 7th February “Share your favourite French town or city”, 
and on 21st February, “Social Media - a blessing or a curse?”  Please note the February dates, 
as in the programme they were scheduled for the 2nd & 4th and not 1st & 3rd. Tuesday of the 
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month.  The purpose of the Topics is to get the conversation started, but it is not unusual for us 
to lose track of the subject, which is not a problem so long as we are all speaking French and 
everyone has the chance to contribute. 
     Finally, I would like to thank Val Brown & Nigel Sharpe for their support over the past year 
and hope that the Group continues to thrive in 2017.
                                               
Item Ten – Resolutions for 2016 
No resolutions had been submitted. 

Item Eleven – Election of Officers 
The Mayor kindly took the chair for the re-election of the chairman. 
As elected chairman, Katrina Trott took the chair for the remainder of the meeting. 

The following members did not stand for re-election: 
Janice Childs – membership secretary 
Ann Mellor – publicity officer 
Marian Ellerton – committee member 
Ann Smith – committee member 
Avril Ward – committee member. Avril subsequently received a letter of thanks from Katrina 
Trott for her service to the twinning association. 

Peter Davis agreed to remain as Treasurer until the next AGM in January 2018, when he will 
stand down.  

All proposed candidates were elected by a show of hands from the assembled members.  

Post Nominee Proposer Seconder

Chairman Katrina Trott

Vice Chairman Bill Harris

Liaison Officer Chris Gorham

Treasurer Peter Davis

Membership 
Secretary

No nominations

Secretary Nigel Sharpe

Social Secretary - - -

Publicity Officer Sarah Norbury

Committee 
Member

Anne Hall
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In the continued absence of a social secretary, a social sub-committee will meet regularly. This 
works well in sharing the organisation of the association’s social functions. 

George Pickburn and Janice Childs respectively represent the Sailing Clubs and Gen 2 Table 
Tennis on the committee. Chris Gorham also represents the Warsash Band and the Medical 
Society on the committee. 

Item Twelve – Any Other Business 

Katrina announced that 50th anniversary paperweights were on the committee table, and could 
be picked up by members who had attended neither the anniversary dinner nor the annual 
dinner.  
Katrina thanked George Pickburn for setting up the display of photos and videos of the 50th 
anniversary celebrations, that was projected during the meeting. 
Katrina thanked Peter Trott for compiling the quiz to be run later in the evening. 

Date of Next Annual General Meeting: 
No date was proposed at this meeting for the next AGM of the Fareham Vannes Twinning 
Association. 
However, the corresponding date next year will be Saturday 13th January 2018. 

Committee 
Member

Post Nominee Proposer Seconder

NS 10 Feb 17 


