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50th Anniversary Special Edition!



The 50th Anniversary of the twinning of Fareham and Vannes 
was celebrated in style in September, with highlights including 
a parade by the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines and 
sailors from HMS Collingwood, a concert, a grand dinner, a 
Mayor’s Reception garden party, all in the company of 
dignitaries and townspeople who joined us from Vannes!"
Our visitors from Vannes arrived on the St. Malo Portsmouth ferry on the evening of 10th 
September 2016 and were whisked to Warsash Church for the 50th Anniversary Concert 
performed by the Warsash Band." "

The atmosphere was wonderful, with 
the church decked out in French and 
British flags, and the ‘queens’ of 
Vannes - two Bretonne ladies in full 
traditional costume - adding colour to 
the occasion. There was a great spirit 
of entente cordiale as the concert 
started wtih the British and French 
national anthems and proceeded with 
a pacy programme of delights 
including Irving Berlin showstoppers, a 
‘French comedy’ and the traditional 
Strawberry Fair.""
The interval was a chance to catch up 
with French friends (last year the band 

made the trip to Vannes and played at the atmospheric waterside bandstand with the 
town’s Harmonie orchestra) and try a fantastic array of cakes made for our visitors by the 
musicians in their own ‘British Bake-Off’. ""
In the second half of the evening there were more pieces with a nod to France - songs 
from Les Miserables, An American in Paris and highlights from Ratatouille. ""
On Sunday 11th around 70 people - French visitors and their Fareham hosts - took a 
coach to the Whitchurch Silk Mill. After a wander around the fascinating working 
museum the party lunched at the White Hart pub in 
Overton where some of our visitors had their first 
experience of roast beef, Yorkshire pudding and 
horseradish sauce followed by a very English fruit 
crumble.""
Fareham did us all proud on Monday 12th.  
The main event was the HMS Collingwood 
Freedom March by the Band of Her Majesty’s 
Royal Marines and around 150 sailors. 
Exercising their freedom of the borough as part of 
the 50th Anniversary celebrations, they marched 
along the High Street and turned into West Street 



which was lined with hundreds of people 
including our French visitors and their hosts, 
dressed up to the nines, many wearing 
medals for military service, the ladies elegant 
in hats.""
The March stopped in the West Street plaza 
where the Mayor of Fareham, Councillior 
Connie Hockley, the leader of the Vannes 
Jumelage (Twinning) Association Marcel 
Boche and ranks of dignitaries from the twin 
towns sat in stately splendour. The mayor 
welcomed them before she and Marcel Boche 
inspected the troops. ""

After a display of arms, speeches and prayers, the moving and uplifiting ceremony 
ended as the renowned band marched away into the distance and the dignitaries and 
guests made their way to Westbury Manor for the Mayor’s Reception and unveiling of 
the 50th Anniversary Sculpture.!"
Crowds gathered, glasses of bubbly poised for a toast, around a large curtained area and 
with due ceremony Marcel Boche unveiled a 10ft tall artwork depicting a tree with two 
inter-twined trunks. Appearing to be quite moved, M. Boche made a speech calling the 
statue ‘magnifique’ and ‘a real pleasure to witness’."

"
The local press were there to record the occasion for posterity. Chris Gorham, the 
Twinning Association’s liaison officer told the Portsmouth News, “I think the sculpture looks 
mighty fine to say the least. It is a suitable permanent memento in a great setting. The 
council has done a great thing by honouring the town’s twinning with these celebrations”.""

Visitors from Vannes, their Fareham hosts and FVTA committee members with the new 
Anniversary Sculpture behind, at the Westbury Manor Museum garden party



What could be more English than a buffet lunch on a sunny, formal lawn, with guests in 
their finery, officers in uniform, and a string quartet? Westbury Manor was the perfect 
setting for a very memorable garden party hosted by Fareham Borough Council to 
celebrate the Sculpture and 50 years of twinning."

"
That evening, the Mayor, Cllr. Connie Hockley held a Civic dinner in the Mayor's Parlour to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our Twinning. There were golden decorations and each 
course also had a golden theme. Among the guests were Marcel and Hélène Boche, the 
Jumelage Vice Chairman Pierre Yves LeGuen and his wirfe Danielle, Katrina Trott and 
Chris Gorham, the Commanding Officer of HMS Collingwood, the Chief Executive and 
Executive Leader of Fareham Borough Council. ""
The majority of the French visitors and their hosts, however, enjoyed a far less formal 
evening at The Crofton pub in Stubbington experiencing two more British traditions - fish 
and chips followed by a hard-fought game of skittles. The French, their skills honed by 
petanque could have been favourites, but among the Fareham players there were a 
number of keen bowls players. No quarter was given!""
Councillor Katrina Trott, the FVTA’s chairman, created a fascinating itinerary for a 
whistlestop coach tour of the borough on 
Tuesday morning. Our French guests took in 
Portchester Castle, the view from Portsdown 
Hill, the Great Barn, historic Titchfield and 
other local sights.""
The Anniversary Dinner on Tuesday 
evening at Fareham’s Lysses House Hotel 
was a splendid finale. The Mayor and her 
husband, and M. Boche and his wife Helene 
were guests of honour. Katrina Trott and 
Marcel Boche along with the Mayor cut a 
superbly ldecorated cake using a rather large 
sword belonging to FVTA Vice Chairman "

Left: Fareham Mayor Connie Hockley 
and head of the Vannes Jumelage 
association Marcel Boche cut the cake 
at the garden party. Above: FVTA 
Chairman Katrina Trott and the 
‘queens’ in their costumes



Bill Harris. Katrina Trott thanked all those involved in organising a fantastic and worthy 
celebration of our 50 years of twinning activities. Special mention was given to the FVTA 
Social Committee, to Liaison Officer Chris Gorham, to Fareham Borough Council and to all 
the hosts who provided bed, board and transport to their visitors from Vannes. ""
Every member household of the Fareham- Vannes Twinning Association will receive a 
commemorative paperweight. These were given at the Anniversary Dinner and the Annual 
Dinner.Those members who have not yet received theirs will receive them at the AGM.""
Long may our twinning continue!!""
New FVTA Website!"
George Pickburn has been working hard to create a new, improved website. You can find it 
at  farehamvannestwin.wordpress.com.""
George explains, “We will be using the site to capture the best moments of our exchanges 
with Vannes. We hope you like it. We welcome any comments on the site so that we can 
improve it; please use the contact page on the website to send in your views.”""
Annual Dinner a great success!"
The FVTA  Annual Dinner was on 12th November at the Lysses House Hotel. Members 
and guests enjoyed a welcome drink, three-course dinner, coffee and petits fours, good 
company and conversation.""
Summer Hog Roast!
" "

Thank you to the Ellertons for 
hosting a superb hog roast on 
sunny July 17th. Good food, 
garden games, a raffle and lots 
of fun had by all."
"
"
"
"
"
"

"
Social Lunch!"
A very enjoyable time was had in October when 11 members took up the invitation to a 
social lunch at Avenue 141"

http://farehamvannestwinning.wordpress.com/


French medics visit Fareham!"
The Fareham Medical Society hosted a group of French doctors and their families in 
October, writes Chris Gorham. ""
After Friday evening with hosts Saturday's sunny weather was ideal for exploring the 
Beaulieu estate. Adults and children alike were attentive during the interesting tour of the 
abbey and Palace House with both the English guide and the French guide being 

excellent. There was time for the monorail 
and motor museum before an early cream 
tea in the Brabazon restaurant. "
The Titchfield Mill upper floor was the 
venue for a fine three course dinner with 
music on the lower floor provided by Ian's 
band - husband of organiser Fiona 
McCrae. Sunday morning saw an early 
start for a tour of the Jubilee Surgery and 
medical quiz with some testing questions 
for hospital consultants and generalists 
alike.  This was followed by inspection of 
the Classic Cars prior to the Titchfield 
Carnival.  "

More than 40 enjoyed home-made chilli and rice together courtesy of Alison whose 
splendid home overlooks the carnival route.  Appreciation of the support of the FVTA was 
noted with gratitude. "
After this formal programme some of the French were able to stay on with their children 
until Tuesday A return visit to Vannes has been proposed for October half term in 2017.""
Twinning exhibit at Westbury Manor!"
For a short time only there is an exhibition feature at the museum in Westbury Manor, 
Fareham, displaying memorabilia from 50 years of twinning with Vannes. "



"
Dates for your diary - don’t miss out!!"
Conversation Group!"
Come and chat in French with the FVTA Conversation Group! Meetings are on the first and 
third Tuesdays of the month at 7.30 pm in Titchfield Community Centre. ""
More details for the following events in 2017 will be circulated in due course. 
Save the dates!!"
January 14th ! Annual General Meeting at Holy Trinity Church Hall, 7.00pm.""
March 11th! ! Wine Quiz. Catisfield Village Hall.""
Our visit to Vannes in 2017 is currently scheduled for 24th-28th May, which coincides with 
the Semaine du Golfe when many accompanying events are planned.""
July - Sailing yacht flotilla from Vannes hosted by the Sailing Clubs of Fareham.""
Comments and contributions for Tete a Tete are welcome, please email 
sarahnorbury@yahoo.co.uk!"""


